July 9, 2006

Greetings!


The last month has been a whirlwind of activity.  While working on the house, I’ve improved in my Tsonga, chased away a few bad builders as Christianly as possible, taken in a homeless guy for a few days, injured my back, and completed the walls and roof.  Lord-willing, plumbing, doors and electricity will be finished this week in preparation for another big event next week… 

TEAMWORK


The plane will touch down June 19 delivering Dan and Joy Minton as our co-workers.  Two weeks later, schedules will again intensify as Paul Schlehlein arrives on August 1.  We are very encouraged about their arrival and friendship, but also in need of great wisdom as together we plan for the wisest approach to reaching the Limpopo province with Word-centered churches.  In the immediate daily grind, we’re nearly frantic organizing details for housing, travel, and other issues connected with 1) two families changing cultures in one month while 2) continuing our ministry and 3) building a house.  Amy got the hiccups just reading this.  

DOES ANYONE KNOW “HOGO”?


Every year the villagers have a "winter school" for a few weeks where the young boys are circumcised and a host of tribal traditions take place, similar to the stories you hear in missionary biographies about pagan African village life.  The witch doctor is involved, and indecent girls bring the boys food.  

 


This year in Mashamba, the chief commanded that no song be played anywhere in Mashamba from June 15th until July 17th except the circumcision song: "Hogo."  All churches received a letter informing them that no songs were to be sung, but we have been forced into civil disobedience, as we are not prepared to stop singing at church for these reasons.  

 


One religious group was caught singing; and when the chief found out, he fined them a cow (about $500).  They refused to pay, so last week the chief's men retaliated by attacking 8 of them with stones.  All were sent to the hospital with minor injuries, and the chief was arrested.  Pastor Godfrey is concerned about the continuing threat of vandalism and thievery from those who support the chief.  Of course, governmentally, the chief is wrong, since SA has religious freedom.  In the present society, however, “Old African” village traditions sometimes clash with the new democratic government.  

MORE FRUIT FROM THE MUD 

Our rejoicing has exponentially exceeded our disappointment at getting stuck in the mud a few months back.  As reported in our last letter, William trusted Christ as a result of our meeting Oscar during the sovereign “mud incident” in April.  Last Friday, Oscar came to us requesting for the third time in Tsonga to be “born twice.”  He even asked us if he had to remove his earring.  A soft-spoken, gentle guy who is not afraid to come to church or bring others, Oscar had no chance against the many prayers for his conversion.  When I asked him why he wanted to be saved, I was encouraged that I could understand his Tsonga as he said he wanted to be good like the teens at this church.  Twice before he has approached me about salvation, but gone away each time because he said he didn’t understand it yet.  Faith alone takes a while to sink in.  Now we are looking for chances to get stuck in the mud again.

In these letters, I try to write concisely.  If you are interested in a more detailed (Should I say long-winded?) account, Amy records some of the more interesting stories for friends and family from a feminine perspective.  Let us know, and she can send an occasional epistle your way, if my monthly missives from Mashamba are malnourished.  And we’ll try to send a picture of Oscar soon.  


“If it were possible to poll all the missionaries who have worked in all the world in all of Christian history, it would be seen that missionary work, most of the time, offers little that could be called glamour. It offers a great deal of plodding and plowing, with now and then a little planting. It is the promise of rejoicing, given to those who ‘go forth weeping, bearing precious seed.’”  These words by Elisabeth Elliot sum up our key request for prayer this month.
Frantically plodding,
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Contact Details

By mail: Box 593, Louis Trichardt 0920, South Africa

By phone line: 011-2715-516-6785 or sethmeyers@odbm.org
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